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INTRODUCTION

On the 138 rolls of this microfilm publication are reproduced
ster rolls, payrolls, strength returns, and other miscellaneous
ersonnel, pay, and supply records of American Army units, 1775-83.
manuscript register of the series is filmed on roll 1. The [
tecords are part of War Department Collection of Revolutionary |
ar Records, Record Group 93. !

American Forces during the Revolutionary War included many
types of military organizations created by the Continental
Congress, States, towns, and counties, Regular units that were
authorized by the Congress formed the Continental Army, but this
Army was frequently supplemented by units of militia and vol-
uUnteers from the States. The Revolutionary War rolls reproduced

n this microfilm include those of regular units of the Con-
inental Army and of units of militia, volunteers, and others
ho served with them. The larger entity is identified in this
publication as the "American Army."

The Continental Army

In 1775 the Continental Congress adopted as the Continental
Army the military units of the New England Colonies that were
besieging Boston. In resolutions of November 4, 1775, the |
Congress increased the Army, at least on paper, to 20,372 soldiers
and standardized regimental size, Fach regiment was to contain
/28 men, divided among eight companies. Each company was to
g¢ontain one captain, two lieutenants, one ensign, four sergeants,
four corporals, two fifers or drummers, and 76 privates. Additional
fegiments, sometimes containing fewer men, were authorized by

the Continental Congress for such purposes as the Canadian
¢ampaigns and the defense of the Southern States. Many of the
guthorized regiments in this and later reorganizations were

Rever completely filled.

A major reorganization of the Army was authorized in resolu-
ions of September 16, 1776. The Continental Congress ordered
fhe enlistment of 88 battalions (or regiments) for the duration
pf the war and apportioned them among the States as follows:
Connecticut, 8; Delaware, 1; Georgia, 1; Maryland, 8; Massa-
Lhusetts, 15; New Hampshire, 3; New Jersey, 4; New York, 4;
%orth Carolina, 9; Pennsylvania, 12; Rhode Island, 2; South
arolina, 6; and Virginia, 15. The States were to recruit the
soldiers and appoint the officers for their battalions, although
the officers would be formally commissioned by the Continental
Congress. Some units raised in consequence of this resolution
bore designations as numbered State regiments while others
pere numbered as Continental regiments.
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On December 27, 1776, the Congress authorized General -
ashington to raise "from any or all of these United States" 16

nfantry battalions "in addition to those already voted by Con-
ess." These so-called "additional regiments" were enlisted
egionally, although some were chiefly or solely from one State.
e units were designated by the names of their commanding offi-
ers, and many were subsequently consolidated and adopted into
he various State Lines, taking designations as numbered State
giments,

In 1778 the Continental Congress authorized a reduction
of the Army to 80 battalions, each containing 585 men. In |
ctober 1780 the Congress further reduced the Army by ordering |
hat after January 1, 1781, the Continental Army would consist
pf 4 regiments of cavalry or light dragoons, 4 regiments of
rtillery, 49 regiments of infantry (excluding Colonel Hazen's
giment), and 1 regiment of artificers. Finally, on June 2,
784, the Continental Congress directed the commanding general
o discharge all troops in the service of the United States,
etaining only 80 privates, with a proportionate number of
fficers, to guard the stores at Fort Pitt, West Point, and
ther magazines.

A typical infantry regiment in the Continental Army, gen-
rally referred to in this publication as either regiment or
attalion without the designation "infantry," might contain

Field officers with the grades of colonel, lieutenant colonel,
d major; a regimental staff, including an adjutant, quarter-
ster, surgeon, surgeon's mate, paymaster, and chaplain; and
ight to ten companies, each normally commanded by a captain.

Cavalry and artillery regiments were organized in a similar
ay, although a company of cavalry was frequently called a troop.
artillery company included specialized soldiers, such as
mbardiers, gunners, and matrosses. Soldiers in artillery units
ften functioned individually or in small groups rather than as
regiment,

Artificers were civilian or military mechanics and artisans
mployed by the Army to provide necessary services. An artificer
ompany included blacksmiths, carpenters, coopers, harnessmakers,
hailers, and wheelwrights.

History of the War Department
Collection of Revolutionary War Records

Most of the records of the American Army in the custody of |
the War Department were destroyed by fire on November 8, 1800, |
The War Department collection of Revolutionary War records was
begun in 1873, when Secretary of War William Belknap made the |
first of several purchases of Revolutionary War records for the

______rapartment. War Department orders of July 3 and 16, 1889,
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blished a Record and Pension Division within the Departm
o take custody of the military records of the volunteer Armies
f the United States and to transact the pension and other
usiness of the Department connected with those records. The |
ivision was changed to the Record and Pension Office of the War
artment by an act of May 9, 1892 (27 Stat. 27), with Col. Fred
C. Ainsworth as Chief. At Ainsworth's instigation, the Congress
assed acts on July 27, 1892 (27 Stat., 275), and August 18, 1894
(28 Stat. 403), that directed all other Federal executive depart-
ts to transfer military records of the Revolutionary War in |
their possession to the War Department. Many documents in this |
microfilm publication bear stamps indicating the date of trans-r
fer and the Department from which acquired. A final major addi-
tion to the collection was made in 1914-15, when photographic
copies of Revolutionary War records in the possession of in-
ividuals and institutions in several States were made by the |
ar Department to supplement the original records. [

Revolutionary War Rolls

The primary function of the many Revolutionary War rolls
maintained by the American Army was to provide basic information
gbout the identities, numbers, condition, equipage, and pay
status of the men and units that comprised the Army in order to |
facilitate administrative control. l

The Continental Congress required the periodic mustering of

giments and companies for the verification of rosters by a
commissary of musters. The requirement was included in the rules |
hnd regulations for the Continental Army (approved November 7,
1775) and in the Articles of War (approved September 20, 1776).
tucommanding officer was required to submit certificates to the
stering officer explaining all absences, and a surgeon or
surgeons' mate was required to provide certificates of illness
for sick or injured soldiers. The mustering officer then added
to the muster roll the information contained on the certificates.
If convicted by general court-martial of submitting false cer-
tificates or of falsifying the muster roll, an officer could
be dismissed from the service and barred from holding public
pffice under the authority of the United States.

A resolution of the Congress on April 4, 1777, established
the office of commissary general of musters and provided for
four departmental deputy muster masters general and for a deputy
ster master for '"each grand division of the army." The same
esolution specified that each company (or troop) was to be
stered monthly by a deputy muster master and at least quarterly
by the deputy muster master general for the department. The [
mustering officer was formally charged with examining the
'cloaths, arms, accoutrements, and pay of the troops" and with |
reporting any observed deficiencies to the departmental commander.
The resolution also required the company commander to prepare and

.
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five copies of each muster roll, and directed the disposifI%ﬁ“
f four of the copies as follows: one copy, upon certification
the mustering officer, to the captain of the company; another
copy to the Board of Treasury; a third copy to the departmental |
paymaster general; and a fourth copy to the regimental paymaster,
who affixed it to his payrolls. Another resolution (May 2, 1777)
directed that the officers of the mustered company were to appear
before a general officer (or before the post commander if a
eneral officer was unavailable) and swear under oath that the
ster roll was correct. The form of the oath as prescribed
n the resolution required the officers to affirm that the roll
represented the "true state of the company, without fraud to
these United States, or to any individual, according to our best
owledge." The oath, dated and signed, appears on the reverse |
f the muster roll. [
|

A resolution of the Continental Congress on February 5, 1778,
stablished a formal requirement for company payrolls. The
esolution instructed the company commander to submit a monthly
ayroll to the regimental paymaster. The paymaster, in turn,
etained ""true copies of such pay rolls," and added the amount

due to each company to the payrolls of the field and staff
fficers and noncommissioned officers, "that the whole may be
xamined. . . by Congress."

The principal kinds of rolls reproduced in this publication
re muster rolls, strength returns, and payrolls. Muster rolls
ere prepared for companies and regiments, while tabulated
trength returns were prepared for brigades, corps, divisions,

d armies. In addition, this publication includes a number of
scellaneous rolls of a more specialized nature, dealing with
tters of personnel, supply, and finance. |

The vast majority of muster rolls in this publication are
ompany rolls. They consist of a list of names in descending
rder of rank of all officers and men of the company present or
bsent on the day the unit was assembled for muster. For officers,
he rolls give rank, date of commission, and an explanation of
bsences. For noncommissioned officers (sergeants and corporals),
ifers, drummers, and privates, the information includes date

(and frequently place) of enlistment, term of service (generally
uration of war, 3 years, or 9 months), and an explanation of
bsences noted in the remarks column with an appropriate term,

uch as "sick," '"on guard," "on furlough," or '"on command" |
(absent from camp on official business). Frequently, these J
ntries were supplemented by dates of absences and the location

f those absent, sick, or on command. Concluding the rosters

or each rank are the names of soldiers to be dropped from the

11s by reason of transfer, discharge, desertion, or death.

the reverse of each muster roll is a tabulated statement

Eit]ed "Proof of Effectives," giving the number of officers and
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of each rank present and absent, excluding those who wer
o be purged from the rolls.

Regimental muster rolls normally provide only a list of
ames of all commissioned officers of the regiment not assigned |
o specific companies. The names of field officers (colonel, .
jeutenant colonel, and major) precede the names of staff officers
adjutant, paymaster, surgeon, quartermaster, and chaplain), and |
ach list is arranged in descending order of rank. Occasionally,
he names of company officers are listed after those of the staff
officers. Following the name of each officer appears his rank
d date of commission and an explanation of any absence. Some-
imes the names of noncommissioned officers serving at regimental
eadquarters are also listed, with their dates of enlistment and
erms of service plus explanations of absences,

The returns of larger Army units differ from the muster
olls in that they do not provide a name list of officers or men,
Instead, each return contains a tabulated statement of the number
f soldiers of each rank in each unit (normally a regiment or
arger unit) listed on the return. Total numbers of officers
d enlisted men are tabulated for each unit and finally for |
ach rank of all units on the return. '
Payrolls were maintained for both companies and regiments. |
ompany payrolls list generally alphabetically officers,| noncom-
missioned officers, fifers, drummers, and privates in descendiqg‘
rder of rank, with columns for date of commencement of pay
eriod, length of pay period, rate of subsistence, rate of pay, |
d amount due. Space is also provided for remarks about
bsences.

Regimental payrolls (also called general pay abstracts,
eneral abstracts, or pay abstracts) list field and staff
fficers and such noncommissioned officers as were assigned to
egimental headquarters, in descending order of rank and there- |

under generally alphabetically. After each officer's name is
isted his rank, date of commencement of pay period, length of
ay period, rate of subsistence (in dollars per month), rate of |
ay (in dollars per month), and amount due (in pounds). A
inal column titled '"casualties' provides space for remarks
bout absences. A total amount due to the field and staff
ersonnel is given, below which the amount due to each company
f the regiment is listed (in pounds), followed by the total
]due the entire regiment (in pounds and dollar equivalents).
| In addition to muster rolls and payrolls, the American
y created a large number of specialized rolls and other
f::ords concerning personnel, supply, and finance. These mis=-
ellaneous rolls were not standardized from unit to unit and
show considerable variation in size, format, and content, even

rmong rolls performing a similar function.

-
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———i——- Personnel records include inspection reports detailing
ppearance, general condition, state of combat readiness, and
uality and quantity of arms and equipment of the inspected
ompany or regiment; field returns tabulating the numbers of |
fficers and men of individual regiments; promotion and vacancy
ists; and lists of men who, by reason of transfer, discharge,
eath, or desertion, were stricken from company or regimental
ster rolls and payrolls. These latter lists often provide
nformation about money owed to the United States at the time
he men were dropped from the rolls. Included also are special
{olls prepared upon the consolidation of two or more units,
isting the names of officers and enlisted men of both the new
unit and the older ones from which it was derived; affidavits
from individuals attesting to service in the American Army, sub-
itted in support of claims for compensation for such service;
nd records concerning military service copied by the Record and
ension Office from original State records.

Supply rolls consist primarily of receipts for clothing,
quipage, guns, and ammunition and commonly include name, rank,
d signature of the issuing officer; date of issue; name, rank,
nd signature (or mark) of the receiving officers or enlisted
en; date of receipt; and type and quantity of issued items.
her records include receipt rolls for money received in lieu
f clothing (listing members of the regiment or company by |
jame, the amount due to each, and their signatures or marks), '
ation abstracts (listing the per diem ration allowance, in
ollars, of all officers of the regiment and the total amount
ue to each), and ration deficiency returns (listing the dollar
unts due to the regiment for subsistence stores authorized
ut not issued).

The financial rolls include pay accounts of the regimental
aymasters (showing sums received and disbursed) and pay receipt
olls of individual companies (including name, rank, amount of

ney received, and signature or mark of each officer and en-
isted man).

Arrangement of the Revolutionary War Rolls

The records reproduced in this microfilm publication are
rranged by numbered folders ("jackets'") under three broad
ategories: individual States (arranged alphabetically),
Continental Troops," and "Miscellaneous." Units arranged

der individual States include regular units of the Continental
Tmy raised in a State plus elements of its militia and volunteers.,
tithin each State grouping, numbered units (arranged numerically)
enerally precede named units (arranged generally alphabetically).
1though Vermont was not organized as a State until 1791, units
aised in that State are arranged separately in this section

der '"Vermont."

4

VRCHIVES MICROFILM PUBLICATIONS




Units arranged under "Continental Troops' consist primarily!
f specialized units created by the Continental Congress, infantzy
giments organized as a result of the Continental Congress
esolutions of 1776, and units raised in more than one State.
Continental Troops" are arranged in four parts: (1) cavalry,
tillery, and artificer units, arranged by type of unit, with
umbered units usually preceding named units; (2) numbered in-
fantry regiments of 1776, arranged numerically; (3) "additional
regiments," arranged alphabetically by unit name; and (4) mis-
¢cellaneous units, arranged alphabetically by name. The latter
nclude, among others, the Commander in Chief's Guard, the
erman Regiment, and a company of Delaware Indians.

|
|
|
The section designated "Miscellaneous" is reserved for the |
eturns of units larger than a regiment and for special returns |
aot easily classified under another designation. They include |
eturns of the French Army under Count Rochambeau, arranged
chronologically; brigade, division, and army returns, arranged [
y organization and thereunder chronologically; and general
eturns of Washington's Army, also arranged chronologically.
pecial returns include those of the Hospital and Quartermaster
General's Departments, arranged by department and thereunder
¢hronologically; guard reports; and prisoner-of-war lists. |

|
Records of individual regiments, whether State or Continental,
re arranged so that regimental rolls precede company rolls.
ereunder, the rolls are arranged by type, with muster rolls
irst, payrolls second, and various miscellaneous rolls last.

Because Continental Army units were frequently reorganized,

here are sometimes several series of jackets for the different
teorganizations, each bearing the same number or name designa-
tion. When the records for each reorganization were maintained
eparately, the year of original formation is often included

n the title. The New York records, for instance, include a

st Regiment, 1775; a lst Regiment, 1776; and a 1st Regiment,
777-83. When a consolidation of several regiments was made,
he new unit designation sometimes reflected the combined
esignations of the several regiments involved; e.g., a

irginia unit that was designated the "4th, 8th, and 12th Re-
iment."

Register

In 1906 the Record and Pension Office compiled a manuscript
egister ("catalogue of records') to the Revolutionary War
olls in its custody, which is reproduced on roll 1 of this mich-
Eilm publication. The register is arranged in the same order |
s the records and lists for each organization the year estab- |
ished, jacket numbers that cover its records, names of com-
ding officers, and, occasionally, types of records. Jackets
[

1 |
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numbered consecutively for the records of each State, for
he records of the Continental Troops, and for miscellaneous
ecords,

Related Records

The muster rolls represented in this publication were used |
xtensively by the Record and Pension Office in the preparation |
f compiled service records for the men who served in the |

rican Army during the Revolutionary War. The compiled service
ecords, also part of Record Group 93, have been reproduced as
two National Archives and Records Service (NARS) microfilm publis
ations: Compiled Service Records of American Naval Personnel

Members of the Departments of the Quartermaster Gemeral

the Commissary General of Military Stores Who Served During
he Revolutionary War (M880), and Compiled Service Records of |

ldiers Who Served in the American Army During the Revolutionary

(MB81). A general name index to the compiled service records
s available as General Index to Compiled Military Service Records
f Revolutionary War Soldiers (M860). |

Other publications of records from Record Group 93 are |
Numbered Record Books Concerning Military Operations and Service, *
and Settlement of Accounts, and Supplies in the War D -
t Collection of Revolutionary War Records (M853); Miscel- [
ous Numbered Records (The Manuseript File) in the War Depart.
t Collection of Revolutionary War Records, 1775-1790's (M859):
d Special Index to Numbered Records in the War Department
ollection of Revolutionary War Records, 1775-1783 (M847).

Pension and bounty-land-warrant application files, based
the service of Revolutionary War veterans, are in Records
f the Veterans Administration, Record Group 15. They have
een reproduced in two NARS microfilm publications: Revolutionary
lar Pension and Bounty-Land-Warrant Application Piles (M804), and
elected Records From Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty-Land-
t Appliecation Piles (M8OS).

Journals, correspondence, and other records of the Con-
inental and Confederation Congresses are in Records of the
ontinental and Confederation Congresses and the Constitutional
onvention, Record Group 360, and have been reproduced in NARS
icrofilm publications Papers of the Continental Congress, 1774-
788 (M247), and Miscellaneous Papers of the Contimental Congress,
774-1789 (M332). International and Indian treaties are in
eneral Records of the United States Government, Record Group
1; the Indian treaties have been microfilmed as Ratified
ndian Treaties, 1722-1869 (M668).

Robert B. Matchette wrote these introductory remarks and
repared the table of contents.

= - |
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Organizations

Vermont con.

con,

Sprague's Company, 1781 (94)
Starr's Company, 1780 (95)
Tyler's Company, 1780 (96)
Upham's Company, 1780 (97)
Wait's Battalion, 1780-81 (98)
Walbridge's Regiment, 1780-82 (99) |
Wallace's Detachment, 1780 (100) |
Wallis' Company, 1782 (101) |
Warner's Regiment (102) |
Weld's Company of Militia, 1780 (103)

White's Company of Militia, 1781 (104)

Williams' Regiment, 1777 (105)

Wolcott's Company, 1780 (106)

Wood's Regiment, 1780-81 (107)

Worrin's Regiment, 1778-82 (108)

Various Organizations (Revolutionary War) (109)
Brownson's Company, 1782 (110)

Chaffee's Company, 1782 (111)

Gaige's Company, 1779 (112)

How's Company, 1782 (113)

Moss' Party, 1779 (114)

Party to Assist Sheriff, 1782 (115)

Roberts' Party, 1779 (116)

Smith's Party, 1779 (117)

Wallis' Party, 1779 (118)

Various Organizations (to Assist Sheriff) (119)

Virginia

1st Regiment, 1777-79 (1-14)
(15-18)
1st State Regiment, 1777-80 (19-22)
(23-30)
1st and 10th Regiment (Consolidated), 1779 (31-39)
2d Brigade, 1780 (40-42)
2d Regiment, 1777-80 (43-47)
(48-54)
2d State Regiment, 1778-79 (55-61)
(62-63)

3d Brigade, 1778 (64)
3d Regiment, 1776 (65)
3d Regiment, 1776-78 (66-73)
(74-76)
3d Regiment, 1778-79 (77-86)
3d and 7th Regiment (Consolidated), 1778 (87-96)
3d and 4th Regiment (Consolidated), 1779 (97-105)
4th Regiment, 1777-78 (106-111)
(112-117)




